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(57) [ABSTRACT] 
[OBJECT] 

An object of the present invention is to provide a 
cooperative document preparation supporting system and 
apparatus which manages utilizing state of computers of 
operatives performing cooperative tasks and which allows 
selection of appropriate communication means automatically 
in response to the utilizing state of the cooperative 
operatives when a question or an answer is transmitted to 
the operatives, thereby reducing information or load 
required for management of operatives except for document 
preparation (word processing) which is an original object. 
[STRUCTURE] 

In a cooperative document preparation (word 
processing) supporting system for supporting word 
processing (document preparation ) tasks which are per formed 
by a plurality of computer operatives who are connected 
through a network, composition data composing document and 



its input information, and management attribute are managed 
in an integral manner, a communication method for 
distributing the composition data to other cooperative 
operatives and an output method for outputting the 
5 composition data to an output device are included in the 
management attribute, appropriate communication means is 
automatically selected to distribute the composition data 
to the cooperative operatives, thereby allowing 
communication with a document preparing person through a 
10 document which is being prepared by the person. 
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